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The dead are usually buried, but the well-to-do some- 7-times cremate them. In Benares the face or hand of the corpse is scorched with fire to symbolise cremation and it is then buried. In the Punjab the ghosts of sweepers are considered to be malevolent and are much dreaded ; and their bodies are therefore always buried or burnt face downwards to prevent the spirit escaping ; and riots have taken place and the magistrates have been appealed to to prevent a Chuhra from being buried face upwards.1 In Benares as the body is lowered into the grave the sheet is withdrawn for a moment from the features of the departed to afford him one last glimpse of the heavens, while with Muhammadans the face is turned towards Mecca. Each clansman flings a handful of dust over the corpse, and after the earth is filled in crumbles a little bread and sugar-cake and sprinkles water upon the grave. A provision of bread, sweetmeats and water is also left upon it for the soul of the departed.2 In the Central Provinces the body of a man is covered with a white winding-sheet and that of a woman with a red one. If the death occurs during the lunar conjunction known as Panchak, four human images of flour are made and buried with the dead man, as they think that if this is not done four more deaths will occur in the family.
If a woman greatly desires a child she will go to a 8. Devi shrine and lay a stone on it which she calls the dharna or deposit or pledge. Then she thinks that she has put the god under an obligation to give her a child. She vows that if she becomes pregnant within a certain period, six or nine months, she will make an offering' of a certain value. If the pregnancy comes she goes to the temple, makes the offering and removes the stone. If the desired result does not happen, however, she considers that the god has broken his obligation and ceases to worship him. If a barren woman desires a child she should steal on a Sunday or a - Wednesday a strip from the body-cloth of a fertile woman when it is hung out to dry ; or she may steal a piece of rope from the bed in which a woman has been delivered of a child, or a piece o'f the baby's soiled swaddling clothes or a
1 Ibbetson, op. dt. para. 227.                    2 Greeven, op. tit. p. 21.